Whoaewe? sourhopethatanyonewho reacs this sy wl e ale o underst and
commitment, setbadks, emation, caling, perseverance —make Us agreat oy .
'tl sgood thetwelve done our hisioy popdtwhenwe dd. S oeslecqussabite
Iogt, andioomuch aready hesbeen Triswesadd d ask. Eagle McClure Hose Comp ay s
it sgobackamostaceniuy . Shley McClure Hose Comp anywasfoundedin 1908, andWhie
Eagle Hose Comp anywasfomedin1917.
Unotreigy |, varylewrecods fom Sy canbefound There is however a 1923 pho -
bga@derﬁmlf‘eM‘ng&ymrbasg&#eedamdage&m«gdj American
Whm Sid Tom Rogers,
Joseph  Whitehouse, Matt
Bender ,FedBABW ak,
Jack Howarth, John Sowden,
JonBald.
Whie Eage hes faly
good recards, so much more if
ts nagive 5 besad yoon
WhieEage  srecodsandrec -
bes
Trefgmedingowhet
would become the White Eagle
Hose Compary Number 4 of
Od Forge Borough was held
onJanuary 12, 1917. Treay -
inal Decree of Incorporation issued by Judge James J. ONel on March 12, 1917 hangs nthe
compayqaesnwhashbdaedibbeteagreifame
Baddhenthepaqientelly AsnHegt  sandBushPatchsedionsafOdForgerec -
ognizedtheneadiorafrecomp anybcaedintetssdondheboouh Sevicebyteed -
ingieconp aesateimed Eenwesd  tendeilayed duetothe poorroed condiors andthe
retiediebingap aasdtetera 1915 hebebedagralduchdS £ tashs
pashanFarkinS Bh AusnHeght  swasdestoyed by fre, demonstraingevenmore the
resdbeterfeposdm
Tredaterbedtedonigas
trefistmembers, alnowdeceased
Anthony Kozlowski (Secret a) wﬂﬂ ﬁ --mm
John Sandrowski, Joseph Tareskienicz " @ﬁ@m' 1 m;.i; % :
(Presden)) Casmr S _ trenkons, *@Iffmﬂ@wﬂmﬂm
Anhory Keldh, S e Cdy ,S taky : o 1Al Sy ek m\.r o m.f)...,_,,_
Matt Makowski, Frank Chickey Ll AT
(I'l&ﬂje) S ---‘:m....,.......

Thefitaonp any quaterswas a

wooten gaae a te o’ o
Heght sanabia
Sed s Becase that buldng wes not

Ausin and Farkin

Ausin
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much more than a caude shadk, the members
needed a place to meet Member S eve Gdyran
See s Par abd weaeig hoe on Rardn

Street, and comp any megings were held there n
thelbie1930sandearly1940s. The comp anydar -
evespoudydgiayedantevddiet aen

The comp any possesses aignal handwit -
ten meefing minutes fiom March 16, 1941 o the
pesat  Anaudk repat shows that on Mach 2,
1941 WhieEagehad$45244nit shankaocoourt
A company dancewas held onMay 4, 1941 atthe
Faloors Hdl featuing 4 hebes and 2 quarers of
beer ,125¢geses4qat satLo ,25pounds of
hatdogs, 250buns, 1 baxafigum, 1 baxdfagars,
2 catons of agaretes, 5 boes of candy ,ani10
cases of soda. Expendites amounted to $12892
andinoomewes $21805, ioraproit fF$89.13

To soid dorelions for the dance, members
cavessed the sreet g AsihHegt — saddne
aess a tedn et arinued 1o te edly
1980s.

A‘tirgod  farwesheld Novermber 16,1941
nte  American Legon Hal. Could anyone have

guesd that 60 years ber , bingo woud be the
main income source for the comp any ,adavay
pd  dkeoeate?

k wes repoied a the Ooiober 19, 1941




meaingthetthe Bugess(Viayor) ofOdForge
suggested the 4 hose comp anes merge o
one Od Forge Fre Dep atment

These ealy recods show thet audk S
were frequently and meticulously conduded,
acoouning for evety Snge parmy . Members
wihdeshareaswere subedtbdamissal
fomtheaganzaim

Thefistauiometed ‘engne’wesasim -
peChevdetiudk

In early 1948, membership was grow -
iy Thespingofthatyear brought severalmenwhowould become long-ime members, indud
iy ADodhalkS  tephenCdyX .LadW  der'langy’Sanko.
hthe gaing of 1950, e comp any goponed mulipe ‘He W atas ryedcdet
m AsinHegt  sandBushPaich Theduiesandauhoriiesafttese W adensaenotspedied
incomp  anyrecords butsome membarsrecdl thermanundioniobewarning ofre aremer
gency .

Thefistdfmanyiundasing conp any penicswes held n September 1952, Good thing,
because at the end of 1952, Whie Eage
hedlessten$500nt Steesuy .
Members began considering plans
for a new fre house n ealy 1963
Membership was continuing to grow ad
some meetings were being held in
Augusingd sHdonFaridnS tetfom
theealy 190sbtheealy 1950s wes
also deaded to make the comp aypc
anamnudeet
A mgpreventooourednthesum

mer of 1956, The comp any ageed ©

buldanewanderbiodkbuldng, atacostofalbout$1500. Member AexMahedinestepn

¢ darear .Hereosvedhepfom S eweCdy . Theidmedigntenewvqatswes

hedonduy 22, 1966, Athetmesing amoionwesmeckibpudeseteltadongtete

compaypopaty  \Whie Eagewasdealyontre move!

Oredithemostnat abeacgugionsinthecomp ay shsioyoocured onMay 18,1959,
The comp anypurchaseda1938 Ahrens Faxiretrudkiom Boonion, New Jersey for $406. Over
e net 20 yeas te bud whie tuck wih e

open cabwould become asymba of natonly the
fecomp anyhd  AwmsnHegt  sawd

The comp aw poic hed dy 31 ad
August 1, 1959 meck a proik of $676.33 Ate
compay s meeing on Sepiember 30, 1959, t
wesdeddedoputanaddiononthe‘new'te -
house that would cont anaturece adkiden
Around thet same time, the Borough gave the
compay80eetlad12inchhose, 1000t
2and12inchhose 1freax, 1 Samesecouping



reducer |, 21and1Rinchnozzes and6ésp an-
nerwenches. Theseevent sweeasnta
the omanizaion was moving inb modem
ins
ih January 1930, the dd Chevioet ie
ftudkwesodior$1500S taneyChdey By
March 1960, the comp ayaf  ferswere down
p$l 1877
During the September 25, 1960 meet -
ing anaionio‘dosethe dae" wesvoied
down. However jiwestlddedinabienmest -
ngbdagea$Hnisinee b rewmem -
bas
The comp anymemberswere adoseknigoup. Shared duies atthetime induded fr -
ncedet d'oesuehetwesmat anedintre budngand gass auingwin e ddpush
mower. Thefrstponermonerwas purchasedin 1961 The comp anybodsweredUiulyack -
ed by acommittee of members every year
Alades Audaywesfomedin1980. heayl%],hev\mmdthe Avdayweete
fonig
EdnaHynoski,V  era Snanek (Presiden), Helen Ezbiangki (Searet ay), RegnaMahelq,
Lucy Haddock, Helen Swanek, Mary Ezbiansli, Cammelia Tetock Pauine Doohaluk (T feeaLie),
DebaChdey  JaeV ey ,RoseSuda BEvelyn Schuback Theledessuppotedthefremen
houhief Eslhigsaddrertdiesgedies They focused on buying and ot any
equpmentanduersisiore nenlybutkichenThelbdes alsoasssed by prep angioodir
andwolkigattheamud poic Baigreoadssowtete Audarywesadhe niosum -
merl9sd.  Appasl | thegoupgadalyddandedaoundiretime.
A hitdmoden day frefighing cooured athe oonp any meeting of March 25,1962 |t

wesageadivgopant 10diversdthefietud andthediverwoud berespondoe forpunp
queirs Thefdonng fremenwere gppaned asdivers:
Al Doohaluk, W aler Sanko, Matt Okowsli, Paul Ezbiandd, Chester Sivanek, Bimer

Asthecomp anygrew jHedasd shbondwihthe local communiy SAiS  tadas
Chuthn  AusnHegt  swesdeveprgt sHdnFarkhS treetin 1962, Whie Eage doret -
ed $25 toward the proect Mostcomp any members were also p ashorasdSatS tardas
Church. Many of the comp any men frequented Lawgy' sBaatecmerdMreadS pig
St s,omedbyW  aler‘Langy’ Sarko, also a member of the comp any J entesoundd
the fire s'enwould ety Langy shutefebeswodeunogathtatide &
thecalwescompeed Anatiermptwes madetoingt dandaminadeLangy stetwadad -
vaiewhenthe Siensounded, buttis undear asowhetherthe sysemaduglyworked

In 1963, White Eagle Hose Comp aywesasddyes adshed aganizaion andiwes
refiecing teamwork and strong sodal connections. Members purchased comp aydesswun -
forsfrteitiventeesp atdtetyesr Fefigegorddmest denseioss -
y ,asmembasageadiettefetudkaodanybet denbp  aadeswinaDimeradis

Com @y membeas aso were aiendng amudl ‘fre sdhods’ rebrega'dyiamreeat/
1980suniterare dietainng danged decadesbier
The 1963 audit showed the comp anyhad$27081 1



The comp ayhedapgroegaSatS tansaus Hal in Febuary 1964, kwes anoher

welatiendedcommuniyevent A hamandkiebasadinner ,wihmashedpat aloesiossadsad,
and pess ad camat s, wes held in November 1964 at the chuch hel Tdd swee$l0r
alt  sad$l00rden About 300 hungry and happy people attended.

Anohermgoriuning pontooounedin 1966. The members decided to move the annual
pionic thet summer flom the comp anygoundsat AugnandFRarkdinS B soBua  'sPak
onMiwaukee  AvernteneartebaiomdfFanidnS B Thegoundsofthe Od Shiey Sdoad
aS pigS tedadKeyser Avenewereaoaabietorte ponc butBuner 'swas chosen
stee The pionicwoud be held at Buner 'sPakiorabotte net 5 yeas unlaout
1990.

Thefdowingdf floerswere eeded on March 28, 1965

Presdent - Chares Maheldq, V e Prestient - Joe Dushio, Treasurer - BEd Hof fman,
Seaet  ay - Jomn Schubeck, Chief - Mie Krent Yy Asg  antChef- John Schubads 2d
AsHt  antChef-FankBamus.

Ontatday ,theconp  anyhad 436388t saooourt

riofct . s iraitid et

oughwas completedin Apil9h TreChgiemindeddivasoersuetethefetudneer
tarkwesiedyponreLmiomeaycd
Whie Eage coninued to gow as a dynamic arganization wih dedcated and foward

thinking members. The graup began dsaussing the need fora new e tuck in August 1965.
Acuigaused i ay fretudkwas consdered, butthe process nvdved wes nat feesie.
On Haloween 1965, the Secret aywes rstuced b oot ad sdesmend American LaFrance
and W adLaFanceibaat anhids. OnJanuary 23,1966, thecomp anyrevienedbidsof$19,710
fen  AmencanLaFance Poneerland$21,218foraW ardLaFanceMode! 75. A edhosay
temat  sdfeachtudk hegoupdeadediogowinte W ard LaFance.
The  decs
marked a mgjor mie -
Sorefortecomp any.
Fotefigtrete
feges o Whe

Eage woud have a
modem, &t aedte
atiefrgam aa -
s Moe impot ay
iwesteftdsey -
ed ey agyessve
tewobesiinte
futer gomh and
development of the
agarzain

A et e
1218 wes a very
sbgt ad amourt of
money. The Borough
promised to provide
ony $4000, leaMg




the comp  anyrespondeforthelsnce Thiswasadauningdalenge.

The new W ard LaHancewas delvered on Oclober 25,1966, af terheving been dispiayed
ateS  taeAeConvenionnSaanion

Wihteanddtenavtudsteanp anybegenkesongalog ot Secbines
asoageedibpudiesewakiet alkies b enhance communication.

Another welcome, although less monument al, purchase was made on May 13, 1967. A
mechneforgaing pat ates was bought for $190. Charie Marheldd, renowned throughout the
LackawannaV agyotisbmouspa aop ancakes tiedauhemedineandgaethisbiess -
iy The comp aykidswerethied because theywoud nolongerhave b gaie the pat atoes
by hand.

Themostsped anbriedmanyyeasinte AusnHegt  saeacoouredin Api19:8
when the ad Shiey Schod was compleiely destroyed. Treeaymarigietuptedytr
miesaound A bcdbrdmakweshst

The 1970 comp  any parcfeaiurad prices for food and dinks thetwould be bargais by
kg achos, asdons

Shatawhiskey-3Heert sHEA @t sBearTazbotes-250ernt sSoda-10cent S
Clams 14beg -1 ddar Rt ap ancakes-10 cent s each, Hamburgs - 35 cert sHxdogs-5
ot sKebesasandwich-500rt sPosake-Sart s, Camadhonder-25cent sHeth
fes-Sat s Pzza-150ert sPag-150at SGf ®ed5crt  sCopetes-Boat s
Inthe summer of 1970, the fre comp anes dthe boroughbegen agarnizng afie paoe
ul
Ataboutthe same time the comp any members began discussing the construcion a new
B dn  Thepuopetyacossiomlangy sBaratMneandS pigS & swesthoughtiobe

coming upiorsae andthe members et itwould be agood locaiion. Disoussions connued for
the nextiew months, and abuiding commitiee was appointed on March 13, 1971. Hovever nat
much progress was made and a new committee was formed in March of 1972.

The Old Forge Borough fre comp ansshdda
bcd e sthod on Mach 25, 1973 near the hich
Shodfoctes adium.

In May of 1973 yet another bukdng commitiee
was gppoinied. Atthecomp  aymedingd August13,
1973 the seaet ayrepoedtette Uypoicmede
apdidiabout$sa0ddas The comp any now had
$B9RMBini steealy . The members then had a




deosan tet resued n whet
may have been their most monu -
ment d decEn e . The group
agreed to attempt to purchase
Buner 'sPak  The seoet  ary was
HuedbsadabeDte
owner, Atomey Moms Geb,
expressing the comp ay sest

The comp aymeosvedair -
mal proposal fom Atomey Geb
deied  August 23, 1973 oot any

tetbngEens The Company
oudpudesstebrdiorapice
af$45,000. (AthoughMr .Gebhed
and  ferd$60000fomandhernieresedp ay trefebesedbadtateyneddo
uethe bndobudhe comp any and help the community ). A down p ayment of $20,000 was
requestedwihthe belnce beng p ayeblewihasxyearmaigpgewihadornierestiae.
twesagrely beleedtetthe bd conssed di6 o 7 agesbutives adLgly oot
BLakeshae The members agreed to the condiions of the proposal. White Eage Hose
C om pany became oaner dfavery valuable and usaiul property .
Athspatin1973 heaonp aywesdurigtedd AersFox naddionote
new WadlaHaebiech
In November of 1973, the
members decided to have a New
YeasBep aydsats tardas
Hit  agadtetednta
woud aoniinue for saverd years
The comp ay aso ageed © 0O
hogt, dong wih Shley McClure
Hose Comp any ,aChiimesPaty
fortheneghbohood dhidien
In Febuay of 1975, te
compary receved pamisson D
noe te fe gen fon te fe
houseothetopdSantS tangaLs
Hallbecause some memberswere having dif oyheaingheaamundaroat anwesathercon -
drs Tregenremanedontheiopathehdiormanyyeas
Anather sigpioweard ocoured atthe meeting on February 10, 1975. The members began
dsoussing corstudion afanew frehouse antherr property oan Bunars Paik Anaherbuldng
Atthe comp  any meeting of May 25, 1975, the members agreed o acoept a bid from
Howard Lane Construction Comp any o $61,720forconstudionafthe comp ay smemed a-

0 The members futher agreed o barow $35,000 from the Old Forge Bark to finance the
htg The comp anyhedagant denanchabaeniée

A dizershendiedovnesing aednheW ard LaFrance Enginein November 1975; mark -
ingthefitime OdFogefetudswhere abetocommunicaiewiheachaher

A dnnerwes held honaring long time Borough Fre Chief Chares Gaylet son.Jalay?;L



1976ate AmercanLegonHal The
pricewes $250 per person

The tessuy repot a te
March 9, 1976 meeting showed that

there was $14,66546 inthe comp any
aooourt

h  Apd 1976, the membership
ageedbhaete AhrensFoxp at -
ed cream.

Aroughapdt able comp  any pionicwes held in July 1976, members complained about
abckdhen The dsoussonwent further wih regard 1o severd membars natbeing adive n
gged  Thswesapodemtreiwoudbegnioaf edauraswelasahenouneeroonp anes
Wpbtepesatime

Andrerigiortecop any occurred in 1976 when Dois S tul became Whie Eages,
andCdFagss istrekie e .

Asthenewbuidngneared compietion iwes decdedip cdharge $450 orrent ddd
anda$0barfeetondude bartenders. Forther personal use, membearsafthe comp anyooud
terttehatoSl00 Rertioret eoonad faissuchasshonersand funerals wouid be $150.

Admission to the 1976/1977 New Yeaxr 'sBep atywes$l3person

1977woud provetobeone dfithe most heppening 'yearseverforthecomp any whsey -
edmgoreent sandachievement s

In January 1977, comp any fnances were
donno$A7B0, Forundrasng forte year e
members considered a bingo, a bulding dedication
dne adanendgpdive naddioniothecom -
paymt

Mocerzaindiehigep adarh -
uediorecevedienion iwesageediopudiesea
Regency4 AMiradioforthe W adLaFanceatacost
af about $6500. The other comp  aesnban ako
purchased the radios. Relialble communication
betveen the toa s fe gqp aralus was now
acheved

Atthe March 5, 1977 meeting ofthe Oid Forge Freman’ s Assodaion WhieEage
Chief John Schuback wes again eledied as Borough Fre Chigf, a postion he held for many

yeas
The dedcaion dfte
newfrehousetookplaceon

May 15, 1977. The gala
d& ,dacgdf2D
pper person, begen wih hat
hordounves and a cockt 1}
hour .Nextwesapimebesf
der fdoned by a three
houropenbar . Ahbnat -
ting ceremony wes held in




fotofthe newhuidng Keynoe spegkerorre evertwes Deiid Atomey BErie Pregie, an
COdFageraive wesagageous sy sping day b ceelraie he resukdfimuch hardwalk,
commiment,andriskt aking Moregoodnenswesthedmerresuiedinaproitofaboout$2400,
because comp anyaccount  swere now down to $1744.50.
A e otwesnisiednte gaigwhentemembarsageedvaiemtiosd
50 Honeywel smoke detectors to members and friends of the comp any.
The Sepiember 12, 1977 meeiing wes espedaly sgniicart. It wes dedded o begn a
weely bingo, held W ednesday nignt  sa700PM,asp artners wih Old Forge Hose & Engne

Compny . Hose & Engne would supply it s bngo machine and a few workers. Trepdgt

would be 60% White Eagle and 40% Hose & Engine. Theidlirgoneedatnt adiciout

$100. Hose & Engne eveniuialy dropped out, and White Eagie continued alone. The bingo

would continue and become the largest sndle source of income for the comp any. The bingo

remansthecomp  ay spimaysucedealedteimedtswing Syeasa &
began.

Atthetsame meeiinga Junior Fremen programwas i -
ated, wih 4 boys praposed for membership, induding 14yeer
ay/s l, who would go an o become the preserttime
Capt andthecomp anyand one ofthe mosthghlranedand
adefeiasnteBaach

The fire house bar was open tb members on Sunday for
thewinier beginning October 15.

A spagdi ad meses dner wes hed n eally
November 1977, and the comp any hosted the Natheastemn
PennsyhvaniaV  dunieerFemen sFederaiondmer V ourees
fomd overthe area aiended and raved about the great food

tetwessenved

The New Year 's Bve dmer feaiLred roest bedf, dhden, posiiheblanket, mashed
pa aes, saed, cake and oof e ad abu Bdp aio sabd, mecaroni sakad, Coe saw ,
sausage, and meatoaks dlfora.costaf$30oupe whchinduded aprtofwhgley .Beryore
hedageatime, andirewhiiwindyearcameipadose

Thel977ierepat sshonedatat dd10ckestbns

19S tudues Dgass 9V ehides, 3Dump s12 Fasedams, 1 Gabege, 1S tancHoy 1
Red2W ood fElCkd

h ealy 1978 te cah
strapped comp any decded to
hetl & pzza, peog) and ot @
pancake sake every Hiday duing
theLentseason.

n Mach 1978 a fe
destroyed  Excelsor  Hose
Compmay of Duyea Although
doneied $100 o Exoelsior .

The newfre house became
trepdigpeceiorte2dW ad

o Od Foge Boough for the
Primary eledion of My 1978, and has seved as such o the present day

9



The members also agreed to alow the Od Forge Sof td Lesge © aoninLe o use
Bumer ’'sPakinl9/8 The league agreed to maint anandimpoe e fed and o antouie
00 oward the insurance.

Intheauiunrnaf1978 thenewbuld -
rgwesdatvakinpogess. Thebor -
ough Cound agreed o fnance the bladk -
pgd0aditep algaea

In Ociober 1978, the Borough pur -
chased a 1951 Mack 75400t aerial ladder

tukaac dR15000 The tuck wes
$ ationed at Whie Eage but members of

the aher comp  anes were authaized ©
quacketFot spte Aerd poved
vay sl svig atsore ige fesin

andouafioamn

SatS  tandaus Chuch wes oge -
betot s 75th anniversary and the mem -

bersageedibsuppatiheduchbyt adga$Sadntepideebook

Tre st year Ul of the bingo podiced a pok of $3847.30 for Whie Eage ad
$256489for Hose & Engne.

AsoinOdoer1978the AnrensFax, nowoutofsenice forseveralyears, waesmovedio
teddiehoseortewnermots Thismay have marked the begnning oftheend forthe

famousengine, asgadiudly ess atienionwas devoed ipthe ddwerhose.
Atthecomp  any meeting of November 13, 1978, Chief John Schuback raised the idea of

White Eagle merging with Sbiey McClure Hose Comp any . A tersomedsousson iwesagreed
tetagpecelmesingwould e hedibexdore this proposal

The borough reneged on it spomseibp afip  aigdtep akig,andthecomp a-
nybecamerespordeforall df$4500. Attretime hecomp any treasury had $562.60.

1979 began wih a wekatiended speda meeting on Januaty 8 at which the poenidl
merger of White Eagle and Shiey was dscussed. By avate of 21 1o 5, the members agreed o
form a commitiee 1o dosely examine the proposal Care west aken 1o balance the 9 member
commiteewihinoviduiaks bohforand agangttheideadfamenger

In Felbnuary 1979, a mation wes mede to grant a requiest by the popular ocal band'* Tne
Poet s"onnFiday nghtdencesathe comp ayd Athough bedy nneed dfrevenue, the
company voted down
te moion out of
aoncem for posshe
rondy peope caus -
ingdamage andtrou -
ke a te fdoe
Once agan, the
membersmadeadif -
o o we
doe

At about the
same tme, Od
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Forge Hose and Engine dedided to withdraw from the bingo. W ih some trepidation about hev -
ing enough hep, Whie Eagie dedded o coninue alone in ane ofthe most fortunate dedsions

ever made by the members.

Fomtrebe 19/0suninainte 19805 caiaing of BshteCamp ayHdwesthe
mansoucedifevenue. Membas herfamiies andfiends agandevoied theroantime. The
StkR= s, Kovachs, Schubacks, Besancons, V ishneskys, Orechovskys, Fet s Mke Dzs,

Rich Rishko, Ed Hof fren A Youshodkandahesweresomedihe'feguiars Wholieralykept
the Comp ayaadiigtsime
Atthe March 12, 1979 mesiing, iwes repored thet Shiey vaied “afet NO'asiomerg -

ngwihWhieEege
Athoughnatalades Ausyatsimetedess'dtheanp aydbadee
nhedgat Theyhedaref fdadresdqitadaenin Api 19 andraised 2950
pudhese decoaionsoraf fisateanp an/d
The comp ay regLiaty p ap aed
nte 1979 femen sp arade season. The
Ahrers Fox wes a popular attradion, and
numerous frophies were won. The mem-
bas and e famies and fiads redy
enjoyed spending those warm summer
evenngsatafemen §ot
The1979bingo proftwes $5720.78.
h August 1980, the comp any
recelvedaletierfiom Shiey MoClure Hose
C om @nyrequesingtorecpenmergerds -
asos  The members agreed, and a 10
person committee was formed to oversee
thsnewproposal
In February 1981, the comp any was
informed that the Stbiey McClure member -
shphadagreediothemerger WhieEege
members would now have to p assawie
onthe magernthree consecuive mestings. Thefrstvoe cooured athe Feluary 9meeing
andp assedl4pl
Thesecondvoiedf1 lorand2aet anngococuredonMarch 9, 1981 Det artde -
ly mermgerwere dscussed Therewaudbea3yeartandionpeicdinwhichof fraswaudbe
changed. Presdent and Treasurer would be from Whie Eage. The eagie would remain as a
symbal of the new comp any. The AhrensFoxwoudst ay under the White Eagle name.
Aspatet mesing, twes dedoed b notalowhe Barough Sof el Leegetreused
Bumer ’'sPak menydebBdyconsieaosadtetdtetecnp any hed aready
beenremednabnalidebtenuydapayer :
The frdl vaie on the merger cooured an Api13 1981l wih 1 1t ,lagpdgadl
axt aining. Eagle-McClure Hose Comp any Number 1 was bom!
Nobgah  tewards, onediemostdevest digregedesevarioat edtecomp any ad
thewhoetoan, happenedinduly 1981 A youghoherandsser SyearadCheryland4year-
ad Chrisiopher Ziemba, were brut aly murdered by ateenage neighboor boy nesidtogt

thetthe didenwere mardy st ormissing, and the borough freighiers begenalrge, aom -
prehensive search, wih the Eagle MoClure frehouse as the base dfgperaiions. Bidence ofhe
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aime was soon dscovered, and the
feies arined ter edase

é & s rowude te dedon o te

SteeRde Tredsoay dtedi -
dei  shodeswesespeddly of &fr
eeyore.  Thevounees wak dd nat
end, honever  ,aswihnalewdaystey

were caled ypon agan by the S tee
Pae b povde bgsia apat dur -
ing the gopreherson o the sugpedt.
Thoughout te horic eqaiee, t

wes ovous and even comforting that

the newfrehouse was a community asset and gathering place.

Treld fdd meeiing dfthe new comp anywes hedon Aug 10,1981 wihted -
bngd  taEspediy

Prestiert - Bare Pegt) V e Pestint - Lary W arek Tiesauer - Tom Scandale,
Secet  ay-KenPetrosky :

Dregbrremenand 6 unorremenatended Thefnanda repat shoned et Whie
Eadie brought $17,726.19 and Shiey brought $2904.62 i the new arganization.

Nomirationafof fasoouredasiolons Prestent-BarePest V cePesart-Lary
Wdrek Tieeae - Tom Scandale, Recording Secret ay - Ken Perosky , Qe - Jdn
Schuback 1t Ast  antChief-RchRehio 2d Asst  atChef-CalOdhevdy A A at
Chef-W  aynebRutchey 4 Asst antChef-RidkBesanon

Atthetmeeting amaionwes mece o sl \Whie Eagel s Ward LaFrance pumper Sk
McClure' s 1975 Mack MB engine would be the comp ay sgp ads Atasaremedigi
wes also agreed to hald a dedication dinner on Novermber 7, 1981, preceded by a dhurch ser -
e

Also about thet time, some improvement swere made b the newfirehouse. Theaddion
behind the hal barwas compleied, sheetrockwes inst adedntetudioomadiehdp &
was completed and new double doors purchased.

Betause of pradles geting consisient heb for the weekdy bingp, twes dedoked o p ay
foorwokers $15 pernght begning inFebruary 1982

Piece by piece, whenever a few dolars were scraped up, improvement stoandpudhes -
estrtrehdardbudngsonyaoninued A dishwasher ,commerdal coder , Window shades,
el s capot g ard ulsswee te lotdetiars nealy 1982 The good
newswesthatthelingowaesgroninginpopuiaity ,somuchsothatthe membersdiscussedbuy -
rpectint ables o be satup inthe tuck room. Mermbership numbers were good, wih usual -
ly more than 20 serniormembers and severalunior fremen attending each meeting. Honvever a
frequently discussed problemwas that some members would not p dp aehayadies

The new ‘Eage MoClure Hose Co. No. 1" son for the font of the frehouse anved in
Mach1R2 i dhergsantebudges ditswilg A ddendmerwashedin Ad
1982, aost$4 perdimrer Jesirgnapdd$lsn

Duebisgast sat dinescsiotetfap ardesfatherten10miesanay each
pdp  aihgmemberwoud have o controuie $1 for gas perp aaceiorte 1982p aadesea -
m

Araondioning for e fehouse wes dsaussedin AugLst 1982, butitwes decded thet
e $30000picet agwesnataf  fodEbe athetime, eventhough the 1982 ponc produced a
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pokafmaeten$14000.

A rado monior wes ingt aed n the truck room in January 1983, S0 thet Ladkanarma
County Communication Center , AK A"Comm Center”, broadcast saoudbehead

hFebuary 1983 ivesdeddediosdlhe Bugars Budng athe comerdfkeyserard
Sy Avenues.  Thebudnghadbeenoanedby ShieyMoClure. iwesagreediosdlthebuld -
ing 1o Jorethen Szosiek for $31000, wih $16275 0 p ayd fthe mogege and the balance
added to the comp ay ssaigs

Ao athet mesing, twes deaded b upgrade the poarly fundioning hesting sysemin
thetudroom mesingroom,andkichenatacostof$5630. imesalsoreparedihattephone
inestothe dd Shey fiehouse were dsoomecied, and tetthe new st ation was now hooked
up to the Lackawanna County Comm Center .Redoproinooswere dsoussed Thefesenan
paAAtS tanislaus Halwas removed.

An Amy sups 1967 Kaiser 66 it ary vehide was purchased by the comp ayn
Sepember 1983 atacost oF$230. iwes everiualy out okt arkentuk

On October 7, 1983, the 1967 W ard LaHance engine was sad 1o the Northmoreland
TownshipV  ounieer Fre Comp any Incoporaied for $15000. The Ward had served the comp a-
ny ,and the communiy \aywdoateyeas

Bytheend 01983 thefrehousep akingltwesconpkeigyp aved

The new Saint S tangaus Cerer wes being dedicaied in early 1984, and te Eage
McClure members donated $100 toward it SSUOESS.

Fediyimprovement sooninuedineary 1984 wihthepudhesed4smoeediarsiote
hd amyerortekdden adsocdumveparigt strtep akinglot Laiernsummer 1984,

o new refigerators and a new pizza oven were added.

Frefighing equipment received a boost in March 1986 wih the purdhese of 3 part ake
ledos adterigirteanp any .W akwesakopogessnganbudnganewagitudk
Anaganized Fe Pdce intwesfundioning,

Asd  Api 17,1985 the comp anywes of  fidaly designated by Ladananna County as
StainB trepunperasBEgne B3 adiheaadas TrukaB34.

In October 1985, the comp any begenthe process dfswiching fomd o retuid ges o
hedig

The members began 1986 with amajor achievement - the morgage onthe firehouse was
compeeyp  ad If

However ,dakdoudswhere onthe hoizon. By mid-1986the comp anybegpniodeno
formed, saious and oF fitoekeatt s between members began o develop. Inthe
patf  ferencesofigpnonwereeveniualyresolved someimesioudy Joutanaysamicablyand
with muial respect Somethingwes df fentrov  ,adivwoldheuntheagarzanoropie
sometime.  Theresgnationby severalkeymembersfromof feeandaherpodiorsinune 1986
sahefigsyedio e utherededrtdepddamwesiagp aertomaryatthet
moment.

h  August 1986, the members again gave attenion to the Ahrens Fox engine by est ab-
HgagedHacountfrt S manenance. The od symbd of the comp any and community
hedninbad aeddsep aradinestedbbesaed

Andhertradioninwhichtheaomp any hepoed the communiy wes to alow the Old Forge:
HohSdhodipcondudheannuelfoatoalbonireat Bumer 'sPatk Duebdlyoconcemsand
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pokens wih e vl High schods invobing Stdert alercaions the members vaied ot

dowborfresonthecomp anypoperty af etet1Beat

1986 ended with the members voiing o purchase a Mack aerial soope for $37,000. The

Atthe January 1987 meeting, itwes reparied thet the bulding and land onned by Eage
McClure Hose Comp  anywes appraised at $247,000. Thefinanca repart showed the comp any
had$12530nChedking $4,343na TruckFund: $3921 inaBingo Chedkingfund; and $18,858
inaMoney Market

Inealy 1983 the comp any constered buiding a second bulding, but the prgect never
was implemented.

The 1951 Mack 754oat aerial was sod o Keyser V d& Auto W edestrSlBate
endaf1983 arthe begnning of 1989,

The comp ayaf fEredageaissnFeauay191wihtep assig oflongime mem -
ber Chale Mahedd Chae wes the undspuied Pa a Pacde King o te etie
LackawannaV &y ,aspegiewoldaomefomadoserjsiodegtinhisp ancakes. He was
adstinguished, hard working member ofthe comp ayadaiomerPresent Hsdaeraders -
fcwhieharand degpvaceaddediotherespedthereosvediomalasamendinegiyand
hohveles

The comp any minuies repeaiedy menion a ladk of help at bingos and ather comp any
d Bis tsdbiostattswesdnasansae adtateedad & sdakewadnays
helped suppatand presenve the aganization

Tensons and problems continued in early 1992, More of foers resgred, ad pasord
commitment and dedication to the comp any appeared 1o be sparadic on behalf of some mem -
bas  The buldngwes desabed as a ‘tisadier aredl’, wih mainienance foundering, A -
esgrebdnfonte muesstetted asdtecomp any duing this sheky period

comparywes dvoed The minuies ofthe next severad months reflect an aganization ncom -
pete dracsand dsanay ;adhaydeeoiin
In May 1992, the barough frefighters began a new system where there would be a

Borough Fre Chefand two Ast  at sChissfomeachs ation would become Capt as

A tmgpatnteonp ay sesaeaoured nte gaing of 1983 And t@d
Eagle McClure was arrested for embezzement of comp ayindks  Astenvesigaionwertan,
theexertdithe poarinenda maenegement pradices andthe poarinanca healhafhe com -
panyingenera, becameapp aat  ThehodentreceMedwideatenionthroughouttheareaand
shocked the membership. Some thought that the comp anywoudnasuve. Thiswesthedak -
est hour of Eagle McClure Hase Comp any.

Butastiuned au e unoree eertbecame abiessig ks agdadihdte
company . The members again showed ther resove, and therr desie o rebuld and presene a
goad aganzaion. Fom this point faward, the comp any woud grow  , nuture, ad inpove.
Insead oftheend, the comp any experienced a new beginning.

The members reached back to their roat sand elected longime member S tephen “Sam”

Cichy as ther new President. Good members began to get involved again, and the comeback
Atthe May 30, 1993 meeiing, ives dedced b e he AhvensFox  The Boonton, New

JerseyFreComp  anyfomwhichthetudwespudhesedeqressedaninerestastheysihed
the'sse"vee Curmembasdtswesatigiliveadagoodibuebtebdoed

14



d ege The tuk wes sod for
$000. Totscky ,someageiwnesa
e debsatediuk

The comp any was now conduct -
nganamdendypedienleud
amnd [ocs D e rene The
changing tmes made getiing enough
hepornaocaiood (] The
members were working as hard as they
adoep atepooiedheh
ngmuchdherpasordime.

Atthe end of 1993, the comp aywesaomadigadediosdte Toneb  TaylorHose
Compmany Number 1 for $138000. More import al , the puchase of a new EOne
pumpert  arkercombraionwesheiginieied The pricewas $253,197, considerably morethan
the$406thetwesp ahbted] Ahrens
Fod

About the same time, the comp a-
ny meeiing roomwas refubished.

I ealy 1994, te aher tho bor -
oghfrecomp  anes were wokdng out
tedd asddaigoaes

By Febuary 194, d fscd
records of Eagle McClure were comput -
erized. Member Carl Orechowsky d &
assumingtheof & Teeser ed -
rizd te enfie undon Sonly bt
gy tecomp  ay shendEdusinwesinpodg

The new E-One engine was received in early September 1994, Thefreighersdesaved
ohepoddanevs aedfheattudk Natariwestyetanoherat $ andngacheve -
ment, itwasasymbathat Eage McClure had made agreat comeback. Anopenhousewas held
on September 25 to display and bless the new app ads

The next month, Ociober 1994, the 1975 Mack MB engine that was originally purchased
by Shley McClure was sod to a comp ayn  Abbama for $28000. The truck had been pur -
chesedforabout$47000and keptnout $ adrgaodinduigi Syeashseve

A hudng ep anson proed Wes
reedn 196 0ep adterdad
impement ather buiding improvemernt s

Od Fage ad the enire regon

were imp aded by savere toodg n

January 1996, and the comp any was
busy helping the borough respond. One

ofEage MoCure sown, Jack Schuback

of the Federal Emergency Management
Agency , wes goponied by Presdent
CnoniosenveasFederd Coodnaiing

Of irandeadtrerenayef & s
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Eay n
19%, te fudng
improvement pro -
P wes wd
underway . I wes
aso dedded
proceed with
demdiion of te
ddWhieEegete
house.
A n
Sepember 1996, it
wesdeadediods -
anineusedte
fesenbecasedadveie Esnarean ippedninp agers. Sienshedbeenusedioaat
freighiers of caks Tor as long as anyore coud remenber , S0 anather era had succumbed
modem times.

A paebansoagebudngweserededbenndthefiest ationin Novernber 199%6.

Pansioramgiormesingroomrenovationwerereviewedin February 1997. A khereig
¢ fioe, aewlounge, and mecing areawere aeaied Atthe sametime, the comp anydeddedio
pudeset sirstoompuiey; the Gainway 2000wes anoher sonthet modemtimes hed amved.

Theadvefeighiers dhoughsrelinnunber ,hredawingressand desie o devoe
muchdtharpasordimeahvaioustaningaousesioda angpoueecaisEs Trer
persordl saiices and commiment resulied inthe bestrained firgighing persornd the com -
panyhadeverhed.

In May 1997, the members approved a p akyghp aingep asnpgd The work
woldindcessdigdteedigp aedaea  Thefedlyimpoemen swerenoiceslbeand
agan refeced aggressive and coninued ef & sobibabasEragaizan

Thefrencdhedth e conp aywesrajss dbivesad dyda gt The bingo
and annual fund dive were the main source dfrevenLe. The new computer was used to main -
tan dfnandd recads, and the records were mecke avalable for examinaiion by d menbars
aewycomp  any meeing. No sige person had exdusive contrd of comp ayinds add
financa matierswere dedded by consensus. Informiationwes opento everyore. The members
vaedoda anthe savices of aprafessonal nvesiment plarmner ,andbeganbinestsome o

thecomp ay ssais

A newifunace forthe tudkand mesing
romswesinst  aledinOdober1997.

1998 began with the members working
onacarforhecomp ay shHePdeadao
embarking on an improvement proedt o the
helvestoue Newp andgwesaoist &
ntemesigoomOntreethigiotd
dp adks were updated. Conversation about
remodeing the kichen coouredin June 1998,

Avaymat  ddedsoussoniockplaceathecomp anymesingdfduly 12,1998, The mem-

best  aked about using the Eage MoClure fadliy as an Emergency Operations Cenier and a
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Osaser Sreler . The planning thet began once again demonstrated that the members were
always looking for more ways  senve the communiy . The idea now was to progress beyond

A 100 Kionett generaiorwes ot anedfomte Tobyhanna  Ammy Depotin January 1999.

The comp any dedded to make the necessary rep asadirteid smad saif
podet

A mapor kithen remodeling project was undemwayy in February 1999, The generator pro -
Eawes encounering of &y ,buwespooeedg The members were arranging a meeting
whte  Ametican Red Cross o disouss sheliering operations.

Ae  Apil199Comp  anymeeingtheCat annomedihegouptetausedamyvehi -
de was received from the Pennsylvaria Dep aimentof Foresty . The comp any purchased a9
horsepower pump, a150 galont akadahcseredbaonvatihevehidenbaBush Tk

The comp anyproceedediobuidanaddionothetud<roomibhousethe generaior D
eephore Ines wee gt ded n te budg for ue n the Emergency Operaions
CenerSheler .

On August 18, 2000, a meeling wes held between the Od Forge fre comp aes
Greervood,and  Avoa  Theigpcwesaboutconsadationofalcomp aes  popatyandiunds
The members of Eagle McClure were overwhelmingly oppasedto such a.consolidation. Treydt
thetioomuchdedicaion f fotandpasaverancehedgorenphuldngtheagarizaionionisk
bsgonidatecnp ay sue

As of October 2000, Eagle McClure was running Greervwood s bax cals, corsckatly
increasing the number of our comp ay sus

In e 2000, dsoussions were being held wih the Borough aboui recrestional develop -
ment of Bumer 'sPak  The comp aywesaorsteigapntef otomdep aldeimpoe -
ment sbtepgoaty

Atthetsametime, the memberswere parning to meke frher bulding renovations, wih
amen’  sromand shower added the tudk room.

Duing the meeiing of January 14, 2001, atienionwes gvento presenving the comp ay s
hoy . Restoraion work was done on the White Eagie and Sley MoClure dharters, and also
theadW addW aleauimentposerbhethunginhe dd Whie Eege buldng snceas g

as anyone could remember .Jugtbeloe New Yexr 'samgrdaigdtedatited an
wes compieied, and severa ad pieces of frefighing equipment and aher memorablia were
saved.

Discussons connued atthe March 1 1, 2001 meeting, and the members agreed uponan
sreiestoorsrenaagight sbairgadp artnbhetuddooyep ashediok ak -
& athdeoomiep aadp atwesnterd hpoemat sotefotdteldy
were also dsoussed, induding the eredion dfamonument

Ad dcamerawesaddedibthe engreindune 2001 The comp any received a$1000
gantiomProdorand Gambdein Juy 2001 foraradobese st an

EegeMCuesraraditegifditeeniersiona terSepemberl  1,2000whentemor -
$ s aashed panes o e W al  Trade Center and the Pent an  The loss of so many
Ameticans, and espedialy the brave emergency responderswho ded tying iohep ahers Wi
adnaysbedbyd/etLied Americans, the membears srengihened therresove and desie o
hepdhas

024 asdarmasaynoewihtep assing of long-ime member Al Doohaluk on
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January 20, 2002 Alwas awar hero, agood member
Tk room renovations begeninthe ging of 2002. In May 2002, a progectwes iniisted
persord proedive equipment

bhibaga oo rtefees

adbdiohes & smedingroomintimeforthesummerd2002

impovementconinuedon, andthe st

Now t 5 2003 moe ten 86
yeasd  erteisWhe Esegemegt
ing of January 12, 1917 and 96 years
d ertenooposionadSeyMoCue
n19BYV  abwspoed s are undenay
Our new , second compuier is up and
umg A Seeigeacewihte
Red Cross was recenty completed,
pomping e coninued peming o

,andagood man.

Ar condiioning wes
Theamosphere of const
aionandsumounding propetty refeced alopnaichaga

at

Sdaigad g arfdy ssan
and famiy of the members are p & -
pagS tandard Operating Procedures
are beng developed A spedd Resouroes Trerwesputinosavice W akwlsonbest a -
ed onthe improvement sotefoidtes an

Thesenidives aogwihhis ey poed, igpesartte ok and corscience o
the pegple of Eage McClure, The comp aystedoesiteseverbeen The acivemem -
bers are smal in number , butare comprised of a blend of younger and dder indvidlels who
have and showmutual respectioreach other . Treyougireighiesareamongthebestraned
nteaesadddobadaet adgcaedtecomp any . Theddermembers provide ther
experience and wisdom and try 1o suppart the young members. Most uniquely ,0rQomp  ays
raj.gthementast sabmiy Tiends, and communty . The people of Eage McClure are
aboutteamwork, improvement, and hebpoing ahers. T swhoweare!

Meytbeereso.
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Adive FreFighiers 2003 (&t R) Cal Oechosky , Sd Lo, Paul Dormines, Chiis
Sefé B UChESYE ,Chis ML, Bly Dvon, Mie Kapusorsk

Thought sfromthe author

twesinteealy 1950 s asayoung kd, et becamep atdtsamp any .Mythe
had justjoned WWhite Eagie and was on hiswayy t becoming a very acive member Setd
e aragaizan adi S people have been a const atp atdnmykeOwetep a4
years, so many things have happened. Tre'fehouse hesanaysheente orddis

Qedigtsheoyvwesd fotandimecosuming Adiwlneerbeasgoodesl
weriediiobe Nealy 10yeasdevert sadieshadibcpueanddgtinaeap aoes.
Buatksstnovwe have somehinghetiss oursiary . Yeaiveshad huttnesinaedm
adinivweswaht

Reeding through the musty od minukes books and loddng at the wihered od pidures
brought back so many memories. Late some night s cphveied nthereonds o sneer |
smeledhedampadandetiods s ale Camelagarette smoke, andtheremnant S tegmaier

berasiiweshbeckinteddWheEagebudgupantehl
Bumostrenarding ofdl, Ines ableto getreacouainiedwihsomevety great peapewho
haenlencednmyie Too many of them are gone now Jutwireerfigethem Aslresd
and researched and remembered, itbecame so dear to me that our comp anyisaboutourpeo
pe.Ourcomp  aysaupsgkewadaite swhy ,desdednmytassaddnyeqsi
ences, | keep coming bedkhereand know Wl neverkeave.
Ao IwonderF100yearsiomnowsomeonewd reed thisand dedoe o upceieaurhis
ty . Acwitetiktad fotcannever be as good as they wanied o be’? Maybe never
being as good aswewart o be swhywe keep getiing betier :
Weeahayldyblep art of Eagle McClure Hose Comp any adp atdesechdher
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